
 

All Party Group on Legal Aid
Breakfast meeting on access to justice for children and young people

Jubilee Room in Parliament
Thursday 16 October 2014 from 8.30 to 10.00am

The meeting
This breakfast meeting will explore the issues faced by young people in accessing justice 
following the reports commissioned and prepared by the Children’s Commissioner last 
month and pending a number of provisions in Part IV of the Criminal Justice and Courts Bill 
that could hinder public interest cases protecting the rights of children.

Speakers will make five minute presentations at approximately 08:50 and 9.40am. The AGM 
will also take place during the course of the meeting.

At 08.50am
• James Kenrick, JustRights and Youth Access 
• Anita Hurrell, Coram Children’s Legal Centre 
• Joel Carter, Just for Kids Law 

At 09.40am
• Laura Janes, Howard League for Penal Reform 
• Sally Ireland, Office of the Children’s Commissioner 
• Anna Edmundson, Children’s Rights Alliance for England

Speakers will be available to discuss the changes with Parliamentarians throughout the 
session.

Briefing
There have been significant cuts made to legal aid in recent years affecting all areas of law. 
For the most part there have been no exceptions to these cuts preserving legal aid for young 
people within the affected areas. At the same time changes to the legal rules for judicial 
review will make it more difficult to challenge unlawful decisions made by public bodies. 
Again, there have been no exceptions made for young people.  

The evidence is mounting that young people are particularly affected by issues relating to 
access to justice. This session will present evidence of the impact of cut backs so far and 
brief attendees on aspects of the Criminal Justice and Courts Bill, about to reach the report 
stage, that will have a further effect on young people.

The emerging themes from the current evidence available suggest that children and young 
people are being disproportionately affected by the legal aid changes:

• Young people are often powerless to prevent legal problems such as homelessness 
arising. They find it particularly difficult to challenge such decisions without the help 
of a lawyer;



• Young people are at risk of either their problems being unresolved or being left to 
fend for themselves as litigants in person without the skills to do this;

• Young people’s problems are being inappropriately channelled into over-stretched 
and inadequate existing complaints systems;

• The voluntary sector, which is also subject to cuts, is having to pick up the pieces, 
diluting the help available to young people.

Given the overall bleak picture for young people’s rights and access to legal support, public 
interest claims to change or clarify the law to protect them are more important than ever.  But 
the changes to Part IV of the Criminal Justice and Courts Bill due to be discussed at report 
stage on 20 and 27 October 2014 will have a chilling effect on charities and organisations 
that currently strive to promote children’s rights through the courts.  Lord Carlile addressed 
the House on 30 June 2014 on the ‘sweeping’ changes proposed in the Bill to the position 
on interveners, many of whom intervene to promote children’s rights:

“ It appears to require the court to order that an intervener—and this is 
incomprehensible to me—must pay the other parties’ costs arising from the 
intervention. Where another party applies for such an award to be made, the court 
will have discretion to depart from this rule only in exceptional circumstances. That 
is absurd, especially when you consider that many interventions are made in writing 
or by short submissions to the court. The inevitable consequence of this is that 
charitable and not-for-profit organisations will no longer be prepared to provide their 
expertise to assist the court in cases of wide public importance. How could trustees 
reasonably agree to support an intervention when it could result in losing tens of 
thousands of pounds or more in costs, jeopardising, in some cases, the existence of 
small charities?” Hansard, 30 Jun 2014 : Column 1607

Action Parliamentarians can take
1. Initiate discussion and debate within parties, or even create a cross party working 

group, to consider how access to justice can be secured for children and young 
people in the future.  

2. Vote or encourage peers to support and vote for the amendments proposed by Lord 
Pannick in relation to Part IV of the Bill at report stage (20 and 27 October 2014).

 
Further information 
Changes to legal aid 
(i) Child Rights Impact Assessment by Children’s Commissioner 
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/press_release/content_554
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/publications/content_873 
(ii) Research by Just for Kids Law commissioned by the Children's Commissioner
http://www.justforkidslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Just-for-Kids-Law-Report_final.pdf
(iii) Desk based research commissioned by the Children’s Commissioner on legal aid 
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/publications/content_872 
(iv) The Guardian’s coverage of the research
http://www.theguardian.com/law/2014/sep/24/children-denied-justice-legal-cuts-children-
commissioner

Criminal Justice and Courts Bill
(i) JustRights Briefing on Part IV of the Criminal Justice and Courts Bill on the value of 
interventions by organisations promoting children’s rights 
http://justrights.org.uk/jr_HoLBriefing_0714 


